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Information Overload

• Bookmarks/Favorites
• RSS feeds
• Appointments
• To-do Lists
• Blogs
• Listservs
• Websites
• And MORE!!!!



If we can’t manage our own 
information space, how can 
we teach students to do 
manage theirs?

I have information overload – so 
I know the students and 
teachers are feeling stressed 
out as well.



iGoogle to the Rescue!

http://www.google.com/ig?hl=en


Tabs, Tabs and More Tabs

David V. Loertscher and Robin 
Williams talk about how to use the 
tabs on iGoogle to organize 
students’ informational space.

In Command! Kids and Teens Build 
and Manage Their Own 
Informaiton Spaces, And...

Available from: LMC Source
Published by:  Hi Willow Press



Tab 1 – Personal Spaces

Everyday Tools:
• Calculators 
• Assignments and other school 

feeds
• Translators 
• Virtual notebooks 
• Other 



Tab 2 – Shared Spaces

• Wikis 
• Blogs
• Group project tools

– Google Docs
• Nings
• Twitter
• Flickr
• Others



Tab 3 – Outer Space

• Controlling the Internet
– Search engines
– RSS feeds
– Social networking
– Research Guides and 

pathfinders



Other Uses…
Library Home Pages

• Ideas
– Web links
– Online resources
– Citation machine
– Other

• Pictures
– Picasa
– others

• Blogs
• Bookmarks
• Podcasts/Webcasts

http://www.google.com/ig?hl=en


First iGoogle PLHS Class 
Assignment



Students’ iGoogle Thoughts

• What I learned about making a homepage on 
iGoogle is that you can have anything on there that 
you want. 

• I learned how to add links to my page so I could just 
click a button and be on that page. I like the quote of 
the day and things to ponder because they really 
make you think about certain things. I’m sure I’ll end 
up using my blog quite often because I like writing. 

• I learned how to organize it, decorate it, and add 
stuff to it.  Along with that I learned how to look up 
information using different “gadgets” that are 
available on it.  The information I learned was very 
relevant because it is a lot of information that can be 
used from day to day.  Such as: lowest gas prices, 
how to spell different words, and different cites to 
look up information. 

• I didn’t find iGoogle very useful and don’t plan on 
using it in the future. Learned nothing. Pro: It can 
help keep you organized. Con: I just don’t have any 
uses for it.



iGoogle is cool – but…

• Google pages
• Gmail
• Google docs

My personal favorite right now is:
Google Calendar!!!

http://www.google.com/calendar/
render

http://www.google.com/calendar/render
http://www.google.com/calendar/render


Something for Everyone!



Other…

• Teacher pages
– Easy home pages

• Goggle Docs
– Online presentation, word, 

spreadsheet
• Library resources

– Search posters
• So much more!!!



Last but not least -

http://www.google.com/educators/all_grades.html


That’s all folks…

• Any questions?
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