The John Newbery Medal


How the Newbery Medal Came to Be

The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the American Library Association for the most distinguished American children's book published the previous year. On June 21, 1921, Frederic G. Melcher proposed the award to the American Library Association meeting of the Children's Librarians' Section and suggested that it be named for the eighteenth-century English bookseller John Newbery. The idea was enthusiastically accepted by the children's librarians, and Melcher's official proposal was approved by the ALA Executive Board in 1922. In Melcher's formal agreement with the board, the purpose of the Newbery Medal was stated as follows: "To encourage original creative work in the field of books for children. To emphasize to the public that contributions to the literature for children deserve similar recognition to poetry, plays, or novels. To give those librarians, who make it their life work to serve children's reading interests, an opportunity to encourage good writing in this field."

The Newbery Award thus became the first children's book award in the world. Its terms, as well as its long history, continue to make it the best known and most discussed children's book award in this country.

From the beginning of the awarding of the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, committees could, and usually did, cite other books as worthy of attention. Such books were referred to as Newbery or Caldecott "runners-up." In 1971 the term "runners-up" was changed to "honor books." The new terminology was made retroactive so that all former runners-up are now referred to as Newbery or Caldecott Honor Books.

TERMS and CRITERIA

Terms

1. The Medal shall be awarded annually to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children published in English in the United States during the preceding year. There are no limitations as to the character of the book considered except that it be original work. Honor Books may be named. These shall be books that are also truly distinguished.                    

2. The Award is restricted to authors who are citizens or residents of the United States.

3. The committee in its deliberations is to consider only the books eligible for the award, as specified in the terms.

Definitions

1. "Contribution to American literature" indicates the text of a book. It also implies that the committee shall consider all forms of writing - fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. Reprints and compilations are not eligible.

2. A "contribution to American literature for children" shall be a book for which children are a potential audience. The book displays respect for children's understandings, abilities, and appreciations. Children are defined as persons of ages up to and including fourteen, and books for this entire age range are to be considered. 

3. "Distinguished" is defined as:

· marked by eminence and distinction: noted for significant achievement

· marked by excellence in quality

· marked by conspicuous excellence or eminence

· individually distinct

4. "Author" may include co-authors. The author(s) may be awarded the medal posthumously.

5. In defining the term, "original work," the committee will consider books that are traditional in origin, if the book is the result of original research and the retelling and interpretation are the writer's own.

6. "American literature published in the United States" means that books originally published in other countries are not eligible.

7. "Published . . . in the preceding year" means that the book has a publication date in that year, was available for purchase in that year, and has a copyright date no later than that year. A book might have a copyright date prior to the year under consideration but, for various reasons, was not published until the year under consideration. If a book is published prior to its year of copyright as stated in the book, it shall be considered in its year of copyright as stated in the book. The intent of the definition is that every book be eligible for consideration, but that no book be considered in more than one year. 

8. "Resident" specifies that author has established and maintained residence in the United States as distinct from being a casual or occasional visitor.

9. The term, "only the books eligible for the Award," specifies that the committee is not to consider the entire body of the work by an author or whether the author has previously won the award. The committee's decision is to be made following deliberation about books of the specified calendar year.

10. The term, "in English" means that the committee considers only books published in English. This requirement DOES NOT limit the use of words or phrases in another language where appropriate in context.

Criteria

1. In identifying "Distinguished Writing" in a book for children,

a. Committee members need to consider the following: 

· Interpretation of the theme or concept 

· Presentation of information including accuracy, clarity, and organization 

· Development of a plot 

· Delineation of characters 

· Delineation of setting 

· Appropriateness of style

Note: Because the literary qualities to be considered will vary depending on content, the committee need not expect to find excellence in each of the named elements. The book should, however, have distinguished qualities in all of the elements pertinent to it.

b. Committee members must consider excellence of presentation for a child audience.

2. Each book is to be considered as a contribution to literature. The committee is to make its decision primarily on the text. Other aspects of a book are to be considered only if they distract from the text. Such other aspects might include illustrations, overall design of the book, etc.

3. The book must be a self-contained entity, not dependent on other media (i.e., sound or film equipment) for its enjoyment.

Note: The committee should keep in mind that the award is for literary quality and quality presentation for children. The award is not for didactic intent or for popularity.

Jean’s 2006 Favorites

(Other Than the Newbery Winners)

1. 5,000 Miles to Freedom: Ellen and William Craft’s Flight from Slavery by Judith and Dennis Fradin

2. Alabama Moon by Watt Key

3. All of the Above: A Novel by Shelley Pearsall

4. Alphabet of Dreams by Susan Fletcher

5. The Amazing Flight of Darius Frobisher by Bill Harley

6. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

7. Black Duck by Janet Taylor Lisle

8. Blue by Joyce Hostetter

9. *The Braid by Helen Frost 

10. Chance Fortune and the Outlaws by Shane Berryhill 

11. Copper Sun by Sharon Draper

12. Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw Tale of Freedom and Friendship by Tim Tingle

13. Crossing the Wire by Will Hobbs 

14. Dangerous Engine: Benjamin Franklin from Scientist to Diplomat by Joan Dash

15. Deadly Invaders: Virus Outbreaks Around the World by Denise Grady

16. Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American Incarceration During World War II and a Librarian Who Made the Difference by Joanne Oppenheim 

17. A Dog for Life by L.S. Mathews 

18. Firegirl by Tony Abbott 

19. Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich: and Other Stories You’re Sure to Like, Because They’re All  About Monsters And Some of Them Are Also About Food by Adam Rex

20. Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement by Ann Basum 

21. Gossamer by Lois Lowry

22. The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages

23. *Incantation by Alice Hoffman

24. Jazz by Walter Dean Myers

25. John, Paul, George and Ben by Lane Smith 

26. Just for You to Know by Cheryl Harness

27. *King of Attolia by Megan Whelan Turner

28. The Legend of Bass Reeve: Being the True and Fictional Account of the Most Famous Marshal in the West by Gary Paulsen 

29. *Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

30. Looking for Bapu by Anjali Banerjee

31. The Loud Silence of Francine Green by Karen Cushman

32. The Mailbox by Audrey Shafer

33. The Manny Files by Christian Burch

34. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo

35. *My Last Skirt: The Story of Jennie Hodgers, Union Soldier by Lynda Durrant

36. Out of Patience by Brian Meehl

37. *The Poet Slave of Cuba: A Biography of Juan Francisco Manzano by Margarita Engle

38. Porch Lies: Tales of Slicksters, Tricksters and Other Wiley Characters by Patricia McKissack

39. *The Pox Party: The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation by M.T. Anderson

40. Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of New Guinea by Sy Montgomery

41. *Rash by Pete Hautmann

42. *River Secrets by Shannon Hale

43.  The Rules of Survival by Nancy Werlin

44. *Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz 

45. *The Shadow Thieves by Anne Ursu 

46. *Sold by Patricia McCormick

47. To Dance: A Ballerina’s Graphic Novel by Siena Cherson, Siegel

48. Toys Go Out: Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray, A Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic by Emily Jenkins

49. The Wall and the Wing by Laura Ruby 
50. The Year of the Dog: A Novel by Grace Lin
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