Facebook Overview

Core

Profile: Contains all the information about users that friends and people in their network can see.

Friends: This is one of the main sources of finding information about Facebook friends. Users can find their Facebook friends, update details about their friends (such as how they know them) and quickly navigate to specific friends’ profiles.

Networks: There are many networks available on Facebook, each based around a region, workplace, or a school. Being a member of a network grants permission to view MOST of the profiles in that network and join most groups. Remember that you have control over whether or not someone can view information in your profile!

Inbox: This is where all messages for a user are kept. All messages are visible only to the sender and the recipient. This is sort of like an email account except you don’t have to enter an email address; you simply click on a friend’s profile and send them a message. If you don’t want to post to the wall you can send them a private message.

Applications

Photos: Users are allowed to upload unlimited photos and create albums from them. Each photo album can contain up to sixty photos. Great features about the album are that users can rotate the orientation of photos, add captions, and tag people in photos. Users’ friends can then view their photo and leave comments. Users can set specific privacy settings for each of their albums, making them only available to certain networks and friends.

Notes: This is how you can share what is going on in your life through writing. Users can even tag specific friends in a note, just like a photo.  From the notes page, you can also view your friends notes and as well as find the notes that someone has written about them and their friends. Users can also import an external blog if they want to publish it to Facebook.

Groups: In the group application, users can see groups their friends have joined as well as search for groups that match their interests and create groups. 
Events: The events application is a great resource to use to let your friends know about interesting things coming up in the community or at your school and to organize social gatherings. Users can create a new event, check out relevant upcoming events for them and their friends and view past events.

Posted items: This is an easy way to share things such as websites, blogs, videos and songs. 

Video: This allows users to upload video files to their profile and send video messages. Users can view videos of their friends or videos made by their friends.

Marketplace: Marketplace is a Facebook self-service application for listing items for sale, housing for rent, jobs available and so on. Users can use marketplace to find things they want to buy or use as well as list anything they are in the market for purchasing, renting, etc.

Features

News feed: This is a continuously updating list of news stories about your friends’ activities on Facebook and is the main section of the homepage. When your friends upload new photos, change their profile picture, leave a message for another friend you have in common you are aware and in the loop of what is going on. Messages posted from wall-to-wall are listed in the news feed.

Mini Feed: The Mini-Feed allows users to quickly and easily see what the people they care about have been up to. When you look at a profile the mini-fee will show the most recent Facebook actions by that user. The stories listed are all actions that a friend would have been able to see by clicking around in different areas of the profile.

Share: Share buttons are located on the Facebook pages or on partner websites. If a user clicks on a share link next to any piece of content, they will have the option to send that content in a message or post that content to their profile. If they send the content in a message, the recipients will see it in their Inbox and be able to reply to them. This is how users can send messages with media attachments. If they post it to their profiles, it will display in their Posted Items box.

Wall: The Wall is where users post comments to their friends. Users can always delete comments from their wall if they choose to. A user can also restrict who the wall is visible to, or turn it off entirely by going to the “profile” section of the privacy page.

Gift Shop: Facebook gifts are icons that can be purchased for $1.00 and send to friends on Facebook. 

Mobile: There are three mobile options for using Facebook on the go: Mobile Web, mobile uploads, and mobile texts. 

Mobile web: an alternative version of Facebook specifically designed for mobile phones. It includes just about everything from the regular site and it fits on a little screen. 

Mobile uploads: allows users to upload photos and notes from their mobile phone straight to Facebook.

Mobile texts: allows users to connect with friends and look up info on Facebook by using their phones to send and receive text messages.

