HISTORY of a LIBRARY CONFERENCE in KANSAS
The Kansas Library Association was organized in 1900. 

In 1904, the KLA annual meeting was held at St. Louis during the World’s Fair. 

The KLA annual meeting scheduled for Pittsburg in October 1918 was canceled because of the Spanish influenza epidemic. 

Kansas library trustees held their first meeting as a group in 1916. 

The 1911 annual meeting provided for two KLA sectional meetings: one for college and reference librarians, and one for public librarians.

No KLA annual meeting was held in 1943 due to war and travel restrictions. 

The first joint conference of KLA, KASL and KAECT, or Tri-Conference, was held in Topeka in 1979
Mountain Plains Library Association held a joint conference with KLA and KAECT April 1-3, 1996 in Wichita, Kansas.

From 1979 to 2004 the TriConference was organized and substantially staffed by the combined personnel of the Hutchinson Public Library and SouthCentral Kansas Library System under the supervision Director, Leroy Gattin, who also served as the Executive Secretary of the Kansas Library Association.

In May of 2004, the conference seed money was transferred from Hutchinson to the new KLA Executive Office in Topeka.
From 1979 to 2004 a conference report showing distribution of funds among the three cooperating organizations was presented at the first Council meeting following the annual conference.

A KLA Strategic Plan was adopted in April 2007.  One directive identified was “To clarify and communicate the role of the annual conference as a financial support mechanism for KLA.” 

The Conference Treasurer prepared an Income and Expense Report for the 2006 Conference in June 2006.  The proceeds from the conference form the basis for the 2007 conference income in the KLA 2007 operating budget.

The conference was renamed The Kansas Library Conference meeting in Wichita Century II April 9-11, 2008.  Professional tracks for programs were established.  Advertising was included in the program.  Vendor support for sponsored events and breaks was substantially expanded.
The twelve state regional Mountain Plains Library Association will join The Kansas Library Conference April 1-3, 2009 in Wichita at Century II. 
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