Geisel Award Winners

Zelda and Ivy: the Runaways by Laura McGee Kvasnosky

In three short stories, the two fox sisters run away from home, bury a time capsule, and solve Zelda’s writer’s block.

Mercy Watson Goes For A Ride by Kate DiCamillo       

Mr. Watson’s usual Saturday drive in his Cadillac with his favorite pig, Mercy, turns into an adventure when an unexpected passenger shows up in the back seat and Mercy finds herself behind the wheel.

Move Over, Rover by Karen Beaumont
When a storm comes, Rover expects to have his doghouse all to himself but finds that various other animals, including a skunk, come to join him.

Not a Box by Antoinette Portis
To an imaginative bunny, a box is not always just a box.

Red Level (easy)

Hog and Dog by Diane Wright Landolf
Two friends learn that, while each of them is good at some games and bad at others, they can still have fun together.

Hop! Hop! Hop! by Ann Whitford Paul
Little Rabbit follows Big Rabbit as he hops over puddles and rocks, until Little Rabbit discovers that things work better if he does it his own way.

The New Baby by Mary Packard
A boy is a little jealous of his new baby brother until mommy gives him a hug and the new baby gives him a smile.

Lucky Duck by Ellen Weiss
This adventure features a duck, oblivious to the dangers around him, whose day is filled with near-misses until he slips on a banana peel straight into his bed.

Tiny the Snow Dog by Cari Meister
Tiny and his owner play in the snow, and Tiny becomes a snow dog.

Squish, Crunch, Splash by Kay Woodward
Kate makes a variety of noises as she plays, stepping in mud, paint, and snow, and eating her favorite foods, after which it is time for a bath.

Scarecrow by Michael Rex
A scarecrow chases his hat in the wind and finds other hats along the way that belong to various people.

Yellow level (still somewhat easy)

The First Day of School by Margaret McNamara
After a summer of playing with his puppy, Michael is sad to learn that she cannot stay with him on the first day of school.

Too Many Valentines by Margaret McNamara
Everyone at Robin Hill School is looking forward to Valentine's Day. Everyone except Neil. He thinks valentines are silly. But on the big day, when Neil doesn't get any valentines at school, he's not sure they're so silly after all!

I’m Going to New York to Visit the Lions by Harriet Ziefert
Come along on our journey to New York City. It's a special trip, just to visit the lions. Which lions could that be? The ones in the zoo? Toy lions in the store? Not at all: come see the lions who live at the New York Public Library. 

Dumpy to the Rescue by Julie Andrews Edwards
After bringing dinner to some of his farm animal friends, Dumpy helps Mama Goat search the farm for her missing baby.

Pup and Hound Move In by Susan Hood
Pup and Hound play every day. Then one morning Pup comes to stay! But he eats Hound’s food – how rude! And he sleeps in Hound’s bed! How will these friends learn to live together?

Biscuit Visits the Big City by Alyssa Satin Capucilli
On his first visit to the city, an excited puppy sees tall buildings, hears loud buses, and tries to say hello to everyone he meets.

Mittens by Lola M. Schaefer

Nick helps Mittens the kitten adjust to life in a new home.
Blue level (harder)

Iris and Walter and the Birthday Party by Elissa Haden Guest
At Walter's birthday party his guests are supposed to go for horseback rides, but his horse Rain has other plans on the day of the party.

Mr. Putter and Tabby Spin the Yarn by Cynthia Rylant

Trying to be neighborly, Mr. Putter decides to serve tea to Mrs. Teaberry’s knitting club but chaos ensues when Tabby the cat and Zeke the dog find the party irresistible.

Sam Goes Next Door by Mary Labatt
Sam wants to play with the new neighbors, but their dress-up games are not to her liking. Soon she's showing these kids all about the messy games that puppies prefer to play.

Beans Baker’s Best Shot by Richard Torrey
Beans Baker cannot play in his championship soccer game because his foot is in a cast, and his friend is responsible.

Aggie and Ben: Three Stories by Lori Ries
After choosing a new dog, Ben describes what the pet, Aggie, can do and should not do around the house.

Henry and Mudge and the Tumbling Trip by Cynthia Rylant
Henry, his parents, and his dog Mudge take a vacation out West, where they enjoy tumbleweeds, desert animals, souvenirs, and the wide open spaces.

Minnie and Moo: Wanted Dead or Alive by Denys Cazet
Trying to help Mr. Farmer with his finances, Minnie and Moo go to the bank to ask for money and are mistaken for the Bazooka sisters, dangerous outlaws.
Green level (hardest)

Gus and Grandpa at Basketball by Claudia Mills
Gus enjoys basketball practice, but the noise and pace of real games bother him, until his grandpa gives him some good advice.

Snowflake by Suzanne Weyn
While helping out at Fox Creek Farm, three girls try to find a way to pay for a new winter blanket needed by a Percheron horse that is new to the stables.

Andy Shane and the Pumpkin Trick by Jennifer Richard Jacobson
Andy Shane, with help from Grandma Webb and some marbles, tricks the people who keep stealing his friend Dolores Starbuckle's Halloween pumpkin in this humorous, uplifting tale. 

Secret Lunch Special by Peter Catalonatto
Second-grader Emily's memorable day includes a new school bus, a forgotten lunch bag, a special cafeteria meal, and a new friendship.

Dear Tooth Fairy by Karen Gray Ruelle
When her tooth becomes loose, Emily excitedly writes to the Tooth Fairy and tries to help the tooth fall out.

Early Chapter Books 

Dracula vs. Grampa at the Monster Truck Spectacular by Kirk Scroggs
When Grampa and Wiley sneak out of the house on a stormy Halloween night to attend Colonel Dracula's Monster Truck Spectacular, they run into trouble from which only Gramma and an F5 tornado can save them.

The Butterfly Workshop by Gioconda Belli
Odaer likes to think of different ways to mix species of animals and plants in his experiments. One day he combines flowers with birds to create a butterfly.

Stan the Dog and the Crafty Cats by Scoular Anderson
The family of Stan the dog has two annoying visitors who eat his food, get in his way, and sleep in all of his favorite places, but when they disappear, Stan must decide if he really wants to find them.

Winnie at Her Best byJennifer Richard Jacobson

Zoe is the smartest speller, and Vanessa is the top actress in the fourth grade, but Winnie doesn't know what she does best until she helps a young neighbor in need.

Sly the Sleuth and the Pet Mysteries by Donna Jo Napoli
Sly the Sleuth, also known as Sylvia, solves three mysteries for her friends and neighbors, all involving pets, through her detective agency, Sleuth for Hire.

Down Girl and Sit: Smarter Than Squirrels by Lucy Nolan

Recounts the adventures of a rambunctious dog who thinks her name is Down Girl and her next door neighbor, Sit, as they try to keep the world safe from dangerous squirrels, the paper boy, and a frightening creature named Here Kitty Kitty.

The Fran With Four Brains by Jim Benton

Being a mad scientist, like Franny K. Stein, is very hard work, from creating monsters out of meat byproducts to overgrown babies who love to destroy everything, so Fran does what any mad scientist must do—she builds a few real, live Franbots to help her multitask. 

Our Kansas Home series by Deborah Hopkinson
With violence breaking out all over the Kansas Territory at the hands of border ruffians, Charlie and his family must take extra precautions to keep their hidden runaway slave safe until the Underground Railroad gets back in action.

Easy Reader Dot System (Manhattan Public Library)
Red Dot (Level 1)

One word, up to 1-2 short sentences per page.

Short; usually 32 pages or less.

Print is larger and words are usually printed no more than 3 across the line.

Yellow Dot (Level 2)

One to four sentences per page.

Short; usually 32 pages.

Print is usually larger and words are usually printed no more than 5 across       

          the line.

Blue Dot (Level 3)
More text per page, up to seven lines. Lines up to seven words long.

More pages per book, usually 48.

Often the actual vocabulary will be as easy as the yellow dot books.

Green Dot (Level 4)
More text per page; may have whole pages of text, up to about 13 lines.

Print is often smaller.

More words on a line. 

Not sure? Look at the vocabulary, font size, and length of the book.  Look at other books by the same author.  If the book is shorter or has simpler vocabulary, go with the lower level dot.  If the book is longer or has more difficult vocabulary, go with the higher level dot.

Please feel free to contact us with questions:

Melissa Lienemann 
melissal@manhattan.lib.ks.us
Jessica Long 

jlong@manhattan.lib.ks.us
Publisher Easy Reader Series

· Aladdin Ready to Read

· All Aboard Reading

· Bank Street Ready-to-Read 

· Candlewick Brand New Readers

· Children’s Press Rookie Readers

· Crabtree Blue Bananas

· Dial Easy to Read

· Dutton Easy Reader

· Golden Road to Reading

· Harcourt Green Light Readers

· HarperCollins I Can Read

· Holiday House Reader

· Random Step Into Reading

· Puffin Easy to Read 

· Treasure Bay We Both Read

· Scholastic Hello Reader

· Simon and Schuster Ready-to-Read

· Viking Easy to Read

Author Easy Reader Series

· Adler, David Young Cam Jansen
· Capucilli, Alyssa Biscuit
· Cazet, Denys Minnie and Moo
· Cosby, Bill Little bill
· Danziger, Paula A is for Amber
· Guest, Elissa Iris and Walter
· Hood, Susan Pup and Hound
· Howe, James Pinky and Rex
· Labatt, Mary Sam
· Lobel, Arnold Frog and Toad
· Mills, Claudia Gus and Grandpa
· Minarik, Else Little Bear
· Parish, Peggy Amelia Bedelia
· Rylant, Cynthia Henry and Mudge, High Rise Private Eyes, 
     Mr. Putter and Tabby, Poppleton
· Sharmat, Marjorie Nate the Great
· Wells, Rosemary Yoko and Friends
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