It’s Not Your Grandmother’s Christian Fiction Anymore

Background Information
Deb’s Definitions:

Terms:

I believe “Inspirational Fiction” is a great umbrella term, but for clarity I like to divide the books that fall under it into 3 major categories, all of which have unique characteristics but which may also overlap.

“Faith based Fiction” or “Religious Novels”: This is how I would refer to fiction that poses religious questions and answers or that shows how the religion of a character influences his or her choices.  They often emphasize the role that religion, faith in God, a deity, a higher power or supernatural force has in working through life issues,   

Christian Fiction and/or Evangelical Christian fiction:  This term, as I will use it in this class, describes an easily recognizable and highly marketed subset of books that is labeled as “Christian Fiction” or “Evangelical Christian Fiction” by its publishers, authors, booksellers, and readers.   “Evangelical Christian Fiction” dominates the genre that in the minds of many readers the two are synonymous.  A writer working with these publishing houses operates under certain constraints, they must: accept the infallible authority of the Bible; address life’s dilemmas through faith in Jesus; and believe that Jesus is divine, died, and rose again for the sins of humankind and that he will return again as a judge and a warrior.  There may also be certain “taboos” or offensive content that they are not allowed to write about.

Gentle Reads— Books that contain no strong language, explicit sex, or violence, reflect conventional values, and end happily.  Often evocative of a gentler, less hurried time.  May or may not have religious content.

Evangelical Christian Fiction

Traditional Characteristics and Appeal factors

· Parochialism—created for the safely defined boundaries of a certain community

· Remarks from readers: Christian books leave me feeling hopeful, We wanted something wholesome and that we could learn from

· Promote strong values

· Teach a lesson

· Happy Ending, Good prevails over evil

· Adhere to “CBA Code” of decency—though this is changing & some are getting edgier, there are still boundaries that won’t be crossed.

The History of the Genre:

1979—Love Comes Softly by Janette Oke. 

· Before C.F. really took off as a genre, writers like Oke were quietly selling romances, historical romances, and historical fiction (mainly biblical fiction) books to Christian bookstores, who offered them to a loyal band of female readers who appreciated the PG rating and Christian characters
· Christian books are dominated by genres that typically appeal to women: Romances, especially Historical Romances are a major category.  This continues with “Chick Lit” being marketed to younger women.

· The genre abounds with series; to help you keep track use the“What’s Next” website at http://www.kdl.org/libcat/whatsnext.asp
 1986-This Present Darkness by Frank Peretti

· When Peretti wanted to publish this a-typical Christian novel, he had a hard time selling a creepy suspense novel to the market—but after the runaway success of his novel, publishers became aware of the money making potential for fiction in the Christian market.
· There are now Christian fiction counterparts to just about every mainstream genre category, so there are numerous sub-genres to work with—Science Fiction, Fantasy, African American, Chick-Lit, Mystery, Suspense being some of them.

· The genre also has some unique sub-genres, such as End Times, Prophetic, Biblical, and Spiritual Warfare.

 1995, Left Behind by Tim LaHaye & Jerry B. Jenkins

· Notable for breaking Christian fiction out onto to the mainstream bestseller lists

· Branding: some Christian fiction has become a heavily marketed with “brand names” like Left Behind, Women of Faith, Thomas Kincaid, etc., being used to sell books.   Also Christian celebrities and well known non-fiction authors will often branch out into fiction, teaming up with a co-author to create a novel that illustrates their teaching. 

 1996--At Home in Mitford by Jan Karon

· The majority of Christian fiction has been handled by publishers who specifically publish in that market, however some big name authors have migrated to major publishing houses (and proved they can be a success there).  Jan Karon was one of the first to do this.   With the success of the Contemporary Christian Fiction movement, mainstream publishers are developing their own C.F. imprints, or in some cases buying Christian Publishing houses. (i.e. Simon & Schuster bought Christian independent Howard Publishing).
Books and Authors Mentioned in My Presentation

What’s Hot:

Movie adaptations of several books, including Janette Oke’s Love Comes…. Series, The latest being The Ultimate Gift based on a book by Jim Stovall, re-released as The Ultimate Gift : A Novelization by Rene Gutteridge.  A Beverly Lewis book, The Redemption of Sarah Cain is the book scheduled for the movie treatment, according to the Fox Faith website.  Previous releases based on Thr3e by Ted Dekker, The Last Sin Eater by Francine Rivers come out on  DVD soon.  Kingdom Come, the last Left Behind book, was just released and is getting a lot of new coverage.

Graphic Novels

Serenity series (Thomas Nelson)

Goofyfoot Gurl series (Thomas Nelson)

Zonderkidz (a division of Zondervan) also plans to release several Manga comics.

Favorites by Category: 

Contemporary/general:

Stephanie Grace Whitson: A Hilltop in Tuscany

Karen Kingsbury

Rene Gutteridge

Beverly Lewis

Michael Morris: A Place Called Wiregrass

Vanessa Del Fabbro: The Road to Home

YOUNG ADULT:

Melody Carlson: Truecolors series, Diary of a Teenage Girl

Robin Jones Gunn: Christy Miller Series

Wayne Thomas Batson: The Door Within (Fantasy series)

LITERARY:

W. Dale Cramer:  The Summer of Light, Levi’s Will

Charles Martin: The Dead Don’t Dance.  
Jamie Langston Turner: Winter Birds

Nicole Mazzarella: This Heavy Silence 

Athol Dickson: A River Rising.  

Vinita Hampton Wright: Velma Still Cooks in Leeway

Beth Webb Hart: Grace at Low Tide 

MULTICULTURAL:

This is slowly growing subgenre, one encouraging sign is the Walk Worthy Press imprint offered by Warner books.  Also Harlequin’s Kimani Press has a new imprint called New Spirit which focuses on African American Inspirational books.   Some of my favorites are:

Choose Me by Xenia Ruiz

Cover Girls by T.D. Jakes

Abraham’s Well by Sharon Ewell Foster

Like Sheep Gone Astray by Leslie Sherrod

Popular authors include: Derek Jackson, Marilynn Griffith, Jacquelin Thomas, Michele Andrea Bowen, Michelle Stimpson, Angela Benson, and Victoria Christopher Murray

HISTORICAL

Ann Tatlock: Things We Once Held Dear

Liz Curtis Higgs: Grace in Thine Eyes (from her Scottish  series).   Liz’s newest project is a travel companion to her beloved Scotland called My Heart's in the Lowlands: Ten Days in Bonny Scotland, which she is promoting by giving away a trip to Scotland on her website.
T. Davis Bunn: Heirs of Acadia series

Jack Cavanaugh: His Watchful Eye trilogy (WWII)

Francine Rivers: Biblical fiction like the Sons of Encouragement series

Tracy Groot: Madman, Stones of My Accusers

Lynn Austin: A Woman’s Place, Civil War trilogy

Bodie & Brock Thoene: The AD Chronicles series is their latest project

Thom Lemmons: Like Sunday Clothes

ROMANCE & HUMOR:

Chick Lit: Beth Pattillo: Heavens to Betsy and Earth to Betsy 

Mom Lit: Tracey Bateman: Leave it to Claire and sequels 

Ray Blackston: Flabbergasted trilogy & A Pagan’s Nightmare

Robert Elmer: The Duet & The Celebrity

Robin Jones Gunn: Sisterchicks series

Robin Lee Hatcher: Hart’s Crossing series
Neta Jackson: the Yada Yada prayer group series

Beverly Lewis (already mentioned in Contemporary)

Lorena McCourney: Invisible (Ivy Malone series)

Janette Oke: Love comes…series being re-released after movie versions have come out

SUSPENSE & THRILLERS:

Tim Downs: Plaguemaker and the Bugman novels. 

T.L. Hines: Waking Lazarus 

Angela Hunt: Uncharted

Kathryn Mackel: The Hidden

Travis Thrasher: Admission 

Ted Dekker: His latest are Skin and Saint, and Thr3e was recently released as a movie.

Brandilyn Collins: the Hidden Faces series and now the Kanner Lake series
Terri Blackstock & Dee Henderson: Both do good solid romantic suspense, often feature “public servants” as heroes

Frank Peretti: Monster, House

Hannah Alexander: the Hideway series are good for fans of medical thrillers

Randy Singer is great for fans of the Legal thriller,  Robert Whitlow is also a solid legal thriller writer. T. Davis Bunn has some older legal thrillers that are good as well.
Of course the Apocalyptic (End of the World) thriller (like Left Behind) is ever popular, with Joel C. Rosenberg being the latest author to rise up the charts with “The Copper Scroll”, the latest in a series that began with the Last Jihad.

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION:


Stephen Lawhead: Hood  
Karen Hancock:  Has won award after award for her “Legends of the Guardian King” series, the latest of which is Return of the Guardian King

Donita K. Paul: Reads like a Christian Anne McCaffrey

Bill Myers: His recent “Soul Tracker” series 

Local Authors Worthy of Special Mention:

Judith Miller: Freedom’s Path series, has a new series called “Postcards from Pullman”  Visit her website at www.judithmccoymiller.com
Nancy Moser:  This KC area author has a new book out called “The Good Nearby

Deborah Raney:  A Vow to Cherish, which was made into a movie by World Wide Pictures.  Her newest series takes place in the fictional Clayburn, Kansas and the first book “Remember to Forget” was just released.  Visit her blog at http://deborahraney.blogspot.com/
Cyndy Salzman: Is from Nebraska.  She is the author of a mystery series that combines interior decorating with crime solving.  Dying to Decorate and Crime and Clutter are the first two books in that series.  Her email address is cyndysalzmann@earthlink.net

Publishers and Associations

· Christian Bookselling Association website, includes Christian Bestseller lists.

 
http://www.cbaonline.org/home.html 

· Evangelical Christian Publishing Association


www.ecpa.org
· Barbour Publishing, Inc.

       


 www.barbourbooks.com
Among their offerings is the romance imprint “Heartsong”


http://www.heartsongpresents.com/
· Bethany House Publishers  

       


 www.bethanyhouse.com
Bethany is the largest publisher of Christian fiction.  The site includes listings of their series.

· Broadman and Holman


http://www.broadmanholman.com/
· Cook Communications 

www.cookministries.com/books/river/
· Covenant Communications

www.covenant-lds.com/
A Mormon publishing house, click on “online store” to browse their selections.

· Deseret


http://deseretbook.com/store/
A Mormon publishing company that has lots of selections.

· Harlequin:Steeple Hill
www.steeplehill.com
Includes author profiles and upcoming releases for the Steeple Hill Love Inspired, Steeple Hill Café (Chick-Lit), Steeple Hill Women’s Fiction and the new Steeple Hill Love Inspired Suspense line.

· Harvest House

www.harvesthousepublishers.com/
· Herald Press


http://www.mph.org/hp/
A Mennonite publishing company, features the popular “Ellie’s People” series.

· Ignatius Press

http://www.ignatius.com/

Catholic books, including fiction

· Moody Publishers


www.moodypublishers.com/
· Multnomah Publishers




www.multnomahbooks.com
Find out what’s coming soon, read about their authors and more.  Also check out http://www.letstalkfiction.com/ which is an online version of their flyer highlighting their new releases.

· Oasis Audio


http://www.oasisaudio.com/
Specializes in offering inspirational recordings of books.  Has many popular Christian Fiction authors.

· Paraclete Press

http://www.paracletepress.com/ 

A non-denominational Christian press that features books from Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant points of view.  They are also starting an annual book award.

· Thomas Nelson

www.thomasnelson.com
· Tyndale House Publishers



http://www.tyndalefiction.com/
· Walk Worthy Press 


http://www.walkworthypress.net/

Specialized in African American and
Multicultural Christian fiction and nn-fiction

· FaithWords (Time Warner’s Christian imprint)


www.twbookmark.com/christian/
· Waterbrook Press (The Christian imprint from Random House)


www.randomhouse.com/waterbrook/
· Zondervan

http://www.zondervan.com/book
AWARDS

· Christy Awards www.christyawards.com

Named in honor of Catherine 
Marshall’s novel “Christy”, these awards focus on the best in 
Evangelical Christian fiction and include several categories like romance, historical, futuristic, western, new novel, etc.

· Evangelical Christian Publishing Association’s Gold Medallion Awards


http://www.ecpa.org/awards.php

This publishing association has given out these awards since 1978, looking at the winners in the “Fiction” category gives you a glimpse of the history of the genre.

Contemporary Christian Fiction

A selection of popular and award winning books and authors from the Christian publishing field.

Humor


Robin Jones Gunn’s  Sisterchicks series

The Potluck Club by Linda Evans Shepherd and Eva Marie Everson

Welcome to Fred by Brad Whittington

Rene Gutteridge’s “Boo” series and Scoop.
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contemporary Issues: 
 

Karen Kingsbury’s “Redemption” and “Firstborn” series

A Place Called Wiregrass by Michael Morris

All She Ever Wanted by Lynn Austin

The Road to Home by Vanessa Del Fabbro

Crystal Lies by Melody Carlson

Tiger Lillie by Lisa Samson 

Favorite Authors: Phillip Gulley, Jamie Langston Turner

Literary

Velma Still Cooks in Leeway by Vinita Hampton Wright 

River Rising by Athol Dickson

This Heavy Silence by Nicole Mazzarella

The Dead Don’t Dance and Maggie by Charles Martin

Bad Ground and Levi’s Will by W. Dale Cramer

Grace at Low Tide by Beth Webb Hart

eND tIMES/pROPHECY:
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In His Image (#1 in the Christ Clone Trilogy) by James Beauseignor 

Bill Myer’s Blood of Heaven 
Science Fiction/Fantasy

Randall Ingermanson’s Oxygen and Double Vision

Karen Hancock’s Arena and The Legends of the Guardian King series
Contemporary Christian Fiction
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Historical

Jack Cavanaugh’s His Watchful Eye trilogy, 

All the Way Home by Ann Tatlock

Liz Curtis Higgs’s Scottish series
Favorite Authors: Lynn Austin, T. Davis & Isabella Bunn’s Heirs of Acadia series, Judith Miller’s Freedom’s Path series, Bodie & Brock Thoene, Francine Rivers, Tracy Groot, Thom Lemmons, Walter Wangerin

Romance:

Ray Blackston’s Flabbergasted trilogy

Heavens to Betsy by Beth Patillo

Favorite Authors:  Robin Lee Hatcher, Beverly Lewis, Robert Elmer, Janette Oke

MYSTERY and SUSPENSE

Invisible (and sequels) by Lorena McCourtney
Tim Downs Bugman novels
Anything by Ted Dekker 


Brandilyn Collins’ Hidden Faces series, starts with Brink of Death

The Uncharted by Angela Hunt

Favorite Authors: Hannah Alexander, Terri Blackstock, Davis Bunn, Dee Henderson, Frank Peretti, Kathryn Mackel, Randy Singer
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MULTICULTURAL

Choose Me by Xenia Ruiz

The Yada Yada Prayer Group books by Neta Jackson

Cover Girls by T.D. Jakes

Passing By Samaria by Sharon Ewell Foster

Popular authors: Derek Jackson, Marilynn Griffith, Jacquelin Thomas, Michele Andrea Bowen, Michelle Stimpson, Angela Benson, and Victoria Christopher Murray.
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