About the  Stonewall Book Awards:
The first and most enduring award for lesbigay books is the Stonewall Book Awards, sponsored by the American Library Association's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table. Since Isabel Miller's Patience and Sarah received the first award in 1971, a total of forty-eight books have been honored for exceptional merit relating to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered experience.

Stonewall Book Award-Barbara Gittings Literature Award and the Stonewall Book Award-Israel Fishman Non-Fiction Award are presented to English language works published the year prior to the announcement date. The award, which consists of a commemorative plaque and a cash stipend, is announced in January and presented to the winning authors or editors at the American Library Association Annual Conference in June.

History of the Stonewall Book Awards

The history of the Book Award mirrors the growth of the lesbigay publishing industry. Although in the first years of the award the committee had only a handful of books from which to choose, by 1995 they had to select the winners from a list of over 800 eligible titles.

Originally a grassroots acknowledgment honoring hallmark works in lesbigay publishing, the Gay Book Award (as it was originally known) became an official American Library Association award in 1986. The next year, its name was changed to the Gay and Lesbian Book Award. Beginning in 1990, the Book Award expanded into two categories: nonfiction and literature. In 1994, the name changed once more to the Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Book Award. In 1999, when the Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Task Force became the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table, the name changed yet again to the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Book Award. In 2002, the name changed to the Stonewall Book Award: Barbara Gittings Literature Award for Fiction and the Stonewall Book Award: Israel Fishman Award for Non-Fiction.

The committee that surveys these multitudes of lesbian, gay, and bisexual publications is made up of equal numbers of women and men from various types of libraries across the United States. Ultimately, the committee must review the nominees and select five finalists each in the categories of nonfiction and literature. The winners are chosen from among these five finalists.

2007 Stonewall Book Awards:

Barbara Gittings Literature Award: Andrew Holleran, "Grief" (Hyperion)

Israel Fishman Non-Fiction Award: Alison Bechdel, "Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic" (Houghton Mifflin)

The Stonewall honor books in literature are:

“The Manny Files” by Christian Burch (Atheneum Books for Young Readers)

“The Night Watch” by Sarah Waters (Riverhead Books)

“Rose of No Man's Land: A Novel” by Michelle Tea (MacAdam/Cage Publishing)

“A Scarecrow's Bible” by Martin Hyatt (Suspect Thoughts Press)

The Stonewall honor books in non-fiction are:

“Covering: The Hidden Assault on Our Civil Rights” by Kenji Yoshino (Random House)

“Gay Power: An American Revolution” by David Eisenbach (Carroll & Graf)

“Male-Male Intimacy in Early America: Beyond Romantic Friendships” by William Benemann (Harrington Park Press)

“Mama's Boy, Preacher's Son: A Memoir” by Kevin Jennings (Beacon Press)

Arla’s Recommendations for YA books this year:

The Manny Files by Christian Burch (Atheneum Books for Young Readers)—this book should be sold with it’s very own pair of cashmere socks!  One of the most uplifting and humorous books in this genre.

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel (Houghton Mifflin)—this graphic novel is a memoir from the cartoonist who draws the monthly comic strip, “Dykes To Watch Out For.”  (one of her characters attended library school at Champaign-Urbana!)  She writes about growing up in a funeral home with a father who had terrible secrets.

Between Mom and Jo by Julie Anne Peters (Little, Brown & Company)—how can you choose between two parents, even if they are both moms?  

Mama’s Boy, Preacher’s Son by Kevin Jennings (Beacon Press)—this is an outstanding autobiography by the teacher who helped start the very first Gay-Straight Alliance as well as GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network www.glsen.org).  

Queen of the Oddballs and Other True Stories From a Life Unaccording to Plan by Hillary Carlip (HarperCollins)—this hi-larious memoir proves what I always suspected, it really was more fun to grow up in California!  You won’t believe it—Carole King and Carly Simon, WOW!

Different Daughters:  A History of the Daughters of Bilitis and the Rise of the Lesbian Rights Movement by Marcia M. Gallo (Carrol & Graf Publishers)—

This well-researched history of the female organization that was started during the height of the McCarthy as a small social group and grew into a national organization that worked for civil rights for lesbians.   Many interviews with the original members, including Barbara Gittings, namesake of the ALA Stonewall Book Award for Literature.  

Gay Power:  An American Revolution by David Eisenbach (Carrol & Graf)—this nonfiction title reads like a novel.  The author traces the growth of the modern gay civil rights movement in New York City.  I couldn’t put it down.  A great study of how the new/younger generation has to keep pushing the envelope to create change in society.  Amazing interviews, including the history of PFLAG (Parents, Friends and Family of Lesbians and Gays www.pflag.org).  

Getting It by Alex Sanchez (Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers)—Alex Sanchez does it again. Kids love his books.  This one is pretty cute too.  Queer Eye for the High School Guy.

The Whole World Was Watching: Living in the Light of Matthew Shepard by Romaine Patterson—heartfeld memoir by a young lesbian who knew Matthew Shepard when he lived in Wyoming and about her experiences after his murder.  Also talks about her brother’s struggle with AIDS.

Life as I Knew It by Randi Hacker.  This book was written by a Lawrence author who is willing to help you set up a school or book club visit.  She can sell copies of her book for $5.  Her email address is rhacker@ku.edu.  It’s a good book about a high school girl whose father suffers a stroke.  There are several strong gay characters in this book!

Presented by Arla Jones

Lawrence High School Librarian

ArlaKan@usd497.or

The 2007 Amelia Bloomer List
    While America honors the 34th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, has a female Speaker of the House and a former first lady running for President of the United States, publishers, authors, and illustrators are looking to the past, present and future to bring to light girls and women who make a difference and take action to change the world.  From celebrating the first female member of Congress and the first female Cabinet member to women who created and advance the fields of photographic realism and biomechanics, the 52 books contained in the 2007 Amelia Bloomer Project list represent the best that this year has to offer for feminist books for young readers. Toward that end, we celebrate and applaud the authors, illustrators, editors, and publishers – large and small—who have created remarkable books for young readers showing how far we have come and who present role models for our children to emulate.

Young Adult Fiction
    Averett, Edward. The Rhyming Season. 2005. 214p. Clarion, $16.00 (0-618-46948-6). Gr. 7-10.

    A tragic accident, the shutdown of the lumber mill, and the questionable methods of a quirky coach give Brenda and her teammates the chance to prove that they’re just as good – and important – as the boys.

    Bowen, Rhys. Oh Danny Boy. 2006. 325p. St. Martin's Minotaur, $23.95 (0-312-32817-6). Gr. 7-10.

    As a private investigator in turn-of-the-century New York, Molly Murphy fights rampant sexism while trying to save her ex-boyfriend's life by identifying a serial killer targeting prostitutes.

    Carter, Ally. I'd Tell You I Love You, But Then I’d Have to Kill You. 2006. 288p. Hyperion, $15.99 (1-4231-0003-4). Gr. 9-12.

    On the surface, the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Women is a typical private girls’ school, but the exceptional young women, including Cammie Morgan, learn advanced martial arts, codes, ciphers, and methods of making atomic bombs from household ingredients, and still manage to keep a boyfriend.

    Davidson, Ellen Dee. Stolen voices. 2005. 188p. Lobster Press, $9.95 (1-897073-16-X). Gr. 7-11.

    Unable to find her Talent, and facing a lifetime of servitude, Miri secretly follows her age-mates to the Masking and discovers the gruesome secret behind the “perfect” society of Noveskina.

    Durbin, William. El Lector. 2006. 195p. Wendy Lamb Books, $15.95 (0-385-74651-2). Gr. 6-9.

    Thirteen-year-old Bella fights the narrow role of women during the 1930’s and saves her family from financial disaster through her creative approach to achieving her dream.

    McCormick, Patricia. Sold. 2006. 263p. Hyperion, $15.99 (0-7868-5171-6). Gr. 9-12.

    After 13-year old Nepalese Lakshmi is sold as a sex slave by her stepfather, she refuses to let horrific abuse smother her dreams of escape and a better life away from the degradation and humiliation of her situation in India.

    Morgan, Robin. The Burning Time. 2006. 300p. Melville House, $15.00 (1-933633-00-X). Gr. 9-12.

    Noblewoman Dame Alyce Kyteler fights to protect her people, her lands, and her beliefs from the ambitious Papal Emissary who is bringing the Inquisition to squash the followers of Ireland’s Old Religion.

    Pratchett, Terry. Wintersmith. 2006. 323p. HarperCollins, $16.99 (0-06-089031-2). Gr. 7-12.

    When thirteen-year-old witch-in-training Tiffany attracts the “undying love” of the Wintersmith, the spirit of winter, the “wee big hag” must use all her wits and powers to undo the harm her actions have caused and bring back spring, before it’s too late.

    Reinhardt, Dana. A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life. 2006. 228p. Wendy Lamb Books/Random House Children’s Books, $15.95 (0-385-74698-9). Gr. 9-12.

    An unexpected phone call from her birthmother turns Simone’s life upside down and forces her to decide how much she wants to know about her past.

    Sheth, Kathmira. Koyal Dark, Mango Sweet. 2006. 250p. Hyperion, $15.99 (0-7868-3857-4). Gr. 7-10.

    Thirteen-year-old Jeeta fights to find a balance between her East Indian traditional life and her “Western” ideals of furthering education and her choices of when and whom to marry.

    Spiegler, Louise. The Amethyst Road. 2005. 328p. Clarion, $16.00 (0-618-48572-4). Gr. 7-11.

    Serena risks her life to save her family, but her quest also reveals a way to create a better world for her people.

    Williams, Susan. Wind Rider. 2006. 309p. Laura Geringer Books/HarperCollins, $16.99 (0-06-087236-5). Gr. 7-10.

    Through taming and training a young horse, Fern, a girl from a prehistoric, nomadic tribe breaks the pattern of female subservience in 4000 B.C. while falling in love with a voiceless man in a rival tribe.

    Wilson, Diane Lee. Firehorse. 2006. 325p. Margaret K. McElderry Books, $16.95 (1-4169-1551-6). Gr. 9-11.

    Inspired by a badly-burned firehorse and an epidemic raging through the firehorse population, spirited 15-year-old horse lover, Rachel, is determined to become a veterinarian in spite of the opposition of her rigid father, her socially conscious mother and the constraints of 1872 Boston.

Young Adult Nonfiction
    The Abortion Rights Movement. Ed. Meghan Powers. 2006. 154p. Greenhaven Press/Thomson Gale, $34.95 (0-7377-1947-8). Gr. 9-12.

    This multifaceted account describes the abortion rights movement and its relationship to the feminist movement.

    Cooney, Robert P.J. Winning the Vote: the Triumph of the American Woman Suffrage Movement. 2005. 479p. American Graphic Press, $85.00 (0-9770095-0-5). Gr. 7-12.

    Three generations of American women campaigned, fought, sacrificed, and went to prison to win the right to vote. History of the struggle comes alive through period photographs and original writings in this lavishly illustrated work.

    Durrant, Lynda. My Last Skirt: The Story of Jennie Hodgers, Union Soldier. 2006. 199p. Clarion Books, $16.00 (0-618-57490-5). Gr. 7-10.

    In 19th-century Ireland, Jennie Hodgers disguises herself as a boy to get a better-paying job and treasures her freedom so much that she continues to masquerade as a male and fights in the Civil War for the Union Army.

    Ebadi, Shirin. Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope. 2006. 232p. Random House, $24.95 (1-4000-6470-8). Gr. 10-12.

    The life of this dedicated human rights advocate and winner of the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize is filled with danger and courage as she tries to maintain the traditional women’s role in an Arab country while defending, as a lawyer, women and children, in politically charged cases that most in her profession refuse to touch.

    Fradin, Judith Bloom and Dennis Brindell Fradin. Jane Addams: Champion of Democracy. 2006. 216p. Clarion, $21.00 (0-618-50436-2). Gr. 7-10.

    This ardent suffragist and civil rights activist gained international recognition as a Nobel Peace Prize winner over 70 years ago.

    Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody. Ladies First: 40 Daring American Women Who were Second to None. 2006. 192 p. National Geographic, $18.95 (0-7922-5393-0). Gr. 6-9.

    Short profiles of 40 amazing American women reveal groundbreaking accomplishments in the arts, sciences, architecture, sports, and exploration.

    Oppenheim, Joanne. Dear Miss Breed. 2006. 288p. Scholastic, $22.99 (0-439-56992-3). Gr. 9-12.

    When the United States incarcerated more than 120,000 Japanese and Japanese-Americans living on the West Coast during World War II, librarian Clara Breed continued to make a difference in her "children's" lives by sending letters and care packages to them while they were interred.

    Page, Cristina. How the Pro-Choice Movement Saved America: Freedom, Politics, and the War on Sex. 2006. 256p. Basic Books/Perseus, $24.00 (0-465-05489-7).Gr. 10-12.

    This researcher shows the riveting truths about the pro-life movement and its covert war against women’s sexual power.

    Patterson, Romaine, with Patrick Hinds. The Whole World Was Watching: Living in the Light of Matthew Shepherd. 2005. 289p. Advocate/Alyson, $24.95 (1-5583-901-0). Gr. 10-12.

    Imploring readers to “Do your part. Make the world a better place,” Romaine Patterson chronicles her life from tomboy to the realization of her sexual orientation to her role as activist for tolerance, acceptance, and nonviolence worldwide.

    Schroeder, Lucinda Delaney. A Hunt for Justice: The True Story of a Woman Undercover Wildlife Agent. 2006. 270p. The Lyons Press, $21.95 (1-59228-882-0). Gr. 9-12.

    When Schroeder infiltrated a camp of clandestine and unscrupulous hunters and hunting outfitters illegally killing game animals in the deep backwoods of Alaska, she entered a secret world and put her life on the line to take the criminals down.

    Sullivan, George. Berenice Abbott: Photographer: An Independent Vision. 2006. 170p. Clarion, $20.00 (0-618-44026-7).

    From her early years in the bohemian communities of Paris and New York's Greenwich Village through her time as teacher, writer, inventor, and photographic archivist to her last work in the quiet countryside of Maine, Berenice Abbott was a pioneer, both as a woman in a male-dominated profession and as a creative genius as she changed the face of American photography.

· For more information, please contact Jennifer Baltes, Amelia Bloomer Project facilitator, at jenny_baltes@hotmail.com.

* To see the selected titles for all ages  please go to the ALA website:    <http://libr.org/ftf/bloomer.html>

